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THOMAS EODNEY. 

BY SIMON GRATZ, ESQ. 

(Continued from page 227.) 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

City of Natchez Feb.'' 8* 1804 
My dear Son 

In respect to our Land Office business we find that it 
would not be prudent to grant any Certificates till all 
the Claims are given in because Untill then we Cannot 
know the Conflicting Claims so that we can do nothing 
yet but receive the Various Claims and prepair them 
by taking such Testimony as happens to be Necessary 
respecting occupation &°. In respect to Donation and 
preemtion Claims a wild Speculation is secretly going 
on in the Country the Donation Claimants all think 
they are Entitled to 640, acres and the Preemtion 
Claimants think they are not limited and make their 
Surveys accordingly so that these Claims if not Cur- 
tailed would cover great part of the best land and many 
that have small Spanish grants think they may conceal 
them and apply in Virtue of their Settlements for Do- 
nations and so Extend their Tracts to 640 acres and 
were it not for our Equitable powers they would avail 
themselves of these advantages and speculative men 
are purchasing their Rights on these grounds — but in 
respect to Donation rights M"" Williams and myself 
think it prudent not to give them more than 320 acres 
unless to those whose families are so large as by the 
Spanish mode would Entitle them to more not Exceed- 
ing 640, acres, and in respect to preemtion rights we 
shall not admit them to Exceed 6)40', acres— and to 
guide us in these decisions we Enquire the number of 
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Each Claimants family and the number of acres of 
Cleared and Cultivated Land that we may proportion 
their Claims accordingly but Task is arduous and prob- 
ably will take up two years for the Eecording can 
hardly be done in one — Should this be the case the al- 
lowance made us will hardly bare our Expenses so 
that our friends here think Congress ought to make us 
a present of a Township at least in Consideration of 
our Services as several Townships will be saved by 
Curtailing wild claims which if granted to the Extent 
the Law allows would cover great part of the Country 
and great part of the Country ungranted is Superior 
to any that is settled — and as to the surveyor M"' Briggs 
his deputies have all left him because they cannot make 
anything The whole Country is so uneven and strongly 
Covered with Cane that their progress is too slow to 
make anything at the price allowed and Congress must 
alter that part of their plan before the Country can be 
surveyed A. M°Call is about returning Home — I am 
determined to hold an impartial station here and there- 
fore take no part in local Politics but there is great 
anxiety who are to be the Governors of the western 
world — It is said a strong party of Claybournes old 
friends are ag' his returning here yet it is doubted 
whether he will be Continued at Orleans, as it is thought 
that some person of age and Experience will be sent 
there who possesses great firmness and Conciliatory 
Temper and manners &° but the Bill reported for the 
governing of that Country is greatly reprobated here 
as deviating too far from American principles and I 
fear it will be impossible for Congress to form a Gov- 
ernment for Louisiana that will not be displeasing on 
one side of the Eiver or the other — for if they suit it 
to the present Inhabitants there it must deviate widely 
from genuine american principles and if they should 
establish american principles the Government will be 
very disagreeable to the present Inhabitants who are 
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habituated to a despotic Govermnent so that all they 
can do is to apply american principles as far as ad- 
missible at present and Untill a Majority of americans 
Settles in that Country when the Grovemment may be 
improved to their minds. Your Conduct in Congress 
has hitherto been highly Estimated here 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccpsar A. Rodney. 

Natches Misisipi Territory Feb" 14"' 1804. 
My dear Son 

Tho Constantly Engaged in business I snatch an 
hour almost Every Mail to send you a few lines — ^To 
night since Court adjourned and we got our Suppers 
Judge Bay of S. Carolina & my Coleague Judge Bruin, 
and myself and old Col Hutchins of this Territory have 
been spending the Evening in our retired Lodgings in 
a distinct House from the Tavern where we have none 
to disturb us but our own friends and Company — and 
we have had a pleasant Evening till Ten "Clock and 
the rest being now gone to bed I have Sit down to write 
for you Know I sleep much less than anybody Else — 
On Sunday last my Coleage Commissioner WUliams, 
and the Surveyor Greneral Briggs, & Col Azmun Dined 
at old M' Dunbars one of the Principal Nabobs of this 
Country and were Entertained Superbly and Very 
genteelly — our fraternity stayed there all night and 
were all greatly pleased with him and his family — I 
returned to Court on Monday morning There is a de- 
gree of friendly hospitality in this Country much like 
that of Delaware, Maryland and Virginia Indeed I 
have ten Invitations to one that I can spare time to 
accept of — for it has allway been a Maxim with me to 
give business the preference to pleasure. 

Since giving my opinion in respect to the Jurisdic- 
tion of the Superior Court of this Territory at the 
Trial of Masons Men, at which time in Stating the re- 
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lation of this Territory to the U. S. I gave it as my 
opinion that this Superior Court of this Territory is 
Subordinate to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, I have read in the papers that Congress seems 
to think differently on this Subject — When they doubt 
this surely none of the old men who were present at the 
first proposition of the Federal government or In the 
Convention which adopted it were present in Congress, 
for they must have known that it was primarily In- 
tended that the Legislature, Executive, and Supreme 
Judiciary were all Intended to Extend over all the Ter- 
ritory and Dominions of the United States — over all 
that they then possessed, or might afterwards acquire. 
Therefore it does not require any Act of Congress to 
give the Supreme Court this Extent of Jurisdiction 
they Constitutionally possess it, and on this ground 
may Extend their Superior Control to all the Terri- 
torial Governments of the United States — If it were 
otherwise might not the Courts of this and other Ter- 
ritories Violate any or all the Laws of Congress and 
run into any Excessive Exercise of power with im- 
punity Except by Impeachment — but I say no more 
leaving Congress to their own wisdom. 

I still Continue in good health but do not hear half 
as often from home as I wish, however yours and 
Fishers last letters gave me great pleasure in hearing 
that all the Children and other friends at home were 
well but your last dates were in December that is six 
weeks ago & more — My Coleague M"' Williams & the 
Surveyor General Briggs I Expect will Set off for 
Congress & home by Sunday next by the way of New 
Orleans & Sea [covered by seal] arrive before Congress 
rises you will hear [covered by seal] a great deal more 
than I can write. Give [covered by seal] to Susan and 
the children and my respects &"&" to all friends — 

Thomas Rodney 
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P.S. The Land Law under which we act Compels the 
people to Expenses that are much Complained of — and 
some of them perhaps unnecessary and others perhaps 
ought to have been paid by the U. S. — all the old Span- 
ish Titles were originally Recorded here and needed 
not recording again, and recording again occasions 
great Expense and also delay — they are ordered also 
to be sur^^eyed again and both the recording and sur- 
veying at the Expense of the Owners which they think 
very hard — and the general surveying cannot be done 
at the time allowed by the Law so that the deputy 
surveyors have mostly quit &c these & other things 
Induce M"" Williams & Briggs to go to Congress to Com- 
municate Such information as may remedy these Evils 
& forward the business &" 

Thomas Rodney to Gcesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory Feb'' 27'" 1804 
My dear Son 

Your Letters of the 14'" & 16"' Ult. came to hand so 
late that I had only time to say a few words in reply to 
them in my letter by last mail — The Variance that 
app" to have arisen in Capt° H — . family is no doubt 
unpleasant and I am verj^ sorry that anything should 
disturb the happyness of a family that has so long 
seemed to Enjoy a peculiar degree of felicity among 
themselves and Considering your Connection with 
them I regret it very much Yet I must advise you not 
to let anything undecorous on your part tend to Con- 
tinue or increase it — from the long practice of prudence 
and the most friendly dispositions and expressions of 
attachment of both the Capt" and M'' Hunn toward you 
and the fond affection they have always had for Susan 
I never Expected to hear of anything from them in the 
least adverse to those happy dispositions and Conduct 
much less to hear of anything undecorous or ungener- 
ous towards vou or Susan — and if Miss M. — has been 
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in any way the Cause of the Contrary by any Volatile 
excess beyond the bounds of discretion, some allowance 
is to be made for her youth and the too great Parental 
fondness and indulgence, which too often Even among 
the most prudent people, allows too great lattitude to 
the youthful mind, and it must be remembered that it 
is the Carracter of a nobler mind to be as willing to 
retract Errors as to Commit them, and it seems to me 
that M's. mind must be so far improved as to be sen- 
sible of any indiscretion if she unguardedly at any- 
time should be induced to commit any and her dispo- 
sition always appeared to me of the amiable kind, there- 
fore I enjoin her and require that if in her volatile and 
unguarded moments she has wandered abroad like the 
prodigal Son, that like him she may return again and 
be accepted by her Parents and friends — as to the Capt" 
mentioning your Conveying your Country Seat I did 
not suppose he intended by assisting you in building 
the House that you were to part with the Land but 
understood it as an Indulgence to accommodate Susan 
and the Children with a view also as a place of general 
resort and convenience to all the Family for I am sure 
in any other point of view it would not have been pru- 
dent for you to have made any Such Improvement 
thereon yet, as the old buildings would have answered 
with small repairs till it would have been more Con- 
venient for you to build, therefore such request seems 
not reasonable and I have too good an opinion of the 
good sense and discretion of Susan to suppose she 
would wish it — for it is possible that future Circum- 
stances may require your changing your Situation and 
would render it disadvantageous for the disposition of 
your property not to be in your own power, but as to 
your thoughts of this country I do not Know that I can 
yet Encourage them as I have not yet Contemplated 
staying here longer than two or three years nor have 
I yet experienced the sickly season which is said to be 
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in June July and August yet those acquainted with both 
say it is not worse than Delaware except near the great 
Eiver or Lakes — and 8 or 9 months in the year the 
Seasons are both healthy and pleasant and particularly 
the Winter season is mild and delightful The garden 
peas & beans are now in blossom as well as the Peach 
& Cherry Trees — and when we look forwards we see 
the approach of Great Wealth and Opulence in this 
Country so that a few thousand Dollars laid out in 
lands at an Early period will Ensure an Estate Supe- 
rior to Either Little Creek or Jones's Neck for there 
is great Tracts of land in this Country superior to 
Either in richness & fertility of soil Therefore Econ- 
omy at home will be prudent to raise a fund to provide 
for the Children here — and I do not know but it would 
be prudent to dispose of all your Land in Delaware but 
your hill Seat and place the Money in the bank of the 
United States for it will be of more value there than 
here as bills sometimes bring 5pc* advance — and you 
could authorize some agent here to purchase for you 
& draw upon that fund &" M"" Shields would no doubt 
do this for you. If I should find the Climate here on 
Experience more healthy or not more sickly than Dela- 
ware I shall have no hesitation to Invite you to this 
Country as affording prospects far more extensive 
than anything Delaware can admit of — ^Yet all things 
Considered Delaware appears to me a more delightful 
Country than this for after having seen the best of all 
the western Country I consider the Peninsula as the 
Italy of America and Delaware the Garden of the 
Peninsula — for the Atlantic Country and Eivers are 
much more pleasant than those of the western & North- 
em parts of our Country tho less fertile than the al- 
luvial Grounds of this Country beside the vast advan- 
tage arising from the fine fish & oysters &° they afford 
&"&" — It is Evident also that this Country and all the 
Ohio Country North of the Mountains has been once 
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subjected to some general Calamity which swept off all 
its Inhabitants whether this was a deluge or a Succes- 
sion of Intense winters None are left to tell but I pre- 
sume the latter must have been the Cause for the 
Mountains might have been resorted to from a deluge 
and some would have been saved there — ^Yet such a 
Calamity may never happen again — all these Ideas re- 
specting this Country are only sugested for your Con- 
sideration and now I shall observe that the Expense 
of living here is so far beyond my Expectations that I 
fear it will not be in my power to assist you at home so 
much as I designed but having arrived at a period of a 
little more lezure I shall settle up all my Accounts & 
see what I can spare you out of my next draft on the 
Treasury which will be due the first of april which I 
shall advise you off in time — give my love to Susan and 
the Children and be assured I consider her as a 
daughter and her children as my own and so long as it 
may be in my power to prevent it they shall never 
suffer and it would give me great pleasure to do far 
more for them than is yet in my power — and I wish 
her to present my friendly respect to Capt" Hunn & M" 
Hunn who I am sure if they have unwisely done any- 
thing Erronious have prudence and good sense enough 
to retract it and it is my Earnest wish My dear that 
you should not deviate from that decorous and respect- 
ful Conduct which is due to them — ^which is consistent 
with your situation and Independence — for beside the 
disadvantage it presents to the view of the world why 
should a once happy family make themselves unhappy! 
— since you mentioned T. H. W. in your letter and I 
have been speaking of the expense of this western 
Country, I shall quote the following Extract of a letter 
from T. H. Williams to myself rec'd. from Orleans by 
last mail — "I am told that great anxiety is manifested 
to the Northward for appointments in this Country — 
be it so — I feel none myself; for I know of no appoint- 
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ment which I could reasonably count upon gitting, 
which I would accept, in lower Louisiana — Besides the 
unhealthyness of the Clymate, such is the Extrava- 
gance and dissipation of the place that no man can live 
here without a large private fortune, or a Talent for 
acquiring one Speedily — & neither of these boons be- 
long to me, and therefore shall direct my attention to 
some other quarter — A situation in upper Louisiana, 
particularly in the Misouiri or Illinois Settlements 
which would afford a decent Competence, I would ac- 
cept with pleasure &f — " so far as you may have an 
opportunity of forwarding these views, you will Cer- 
tainly be justified by the Integrity and Capacity of 
Thomas H. Williams and I beg that you and our friend 
M"" Nicholson and M"' Eobert Williams when he arrives 
may Interest yourselves in his favor and I sincerely 
wish he may be made Known to the President as I am 
Confident few who would reside in the wilderness of 
uper Louisiana of Equal Capacity and Equally Trust 
worthy — Attend to your private affairs with prudence 
and Economy and to your public duty with dignity and 
diligence — few are the hours I have to spare from 
business and these few are imployed in returning the 
Civilities I receive from the Inhabitants of the Country 
— Present my best respects to the President, M" Madi- 
son & M' Gallatin and to our friend M' Nicholson, And 
M' E. Williams when he arrives there. 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Cceswr A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territorj^ March 12*" 1804 
My dear Son 

I was absent when the last mail went off having gone 
up to the Bayou Pierre to marry a daughter of Judge 
Bruin's to a Docf Cummins, for the Judges Stand 
Priests sometimes here in Cases of Matrimony and tho 
the Justices of the Piece also have authority to marry 
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the better Sort prefer having it done by the Superior 
Judges and on this Occasion I went 60 miles to oblige 
Judge Bruin and returned the 4:^ day again as I could 
not be absent more than three days from the Board. 

I am pleased to see by a Report on the Subject that 
all our Communications respect^ the Land Law under 
which we are acting has been paid due attention to by 
the Government, but M"" Williams & M'' Briggs were 
gone before this information arrived — Since I have 
been in the Territory I have had but little time to attend 
to anything but the business of my Office, yet supposing 
that I might have some influence or that my Communi- 
cations might have some weight with government I 
have been frequently applied to for Recommendations 
to the Executive of the U. S. but I have generally re- 
plied to such that I came here to Execute duties that 
required firm impartial Conduct and that I did not 
mean to intermeddle in the Local politics of the Place 
or to suffer my mind to be warped from my duty by 
Local influence — and lately a number of the friends of 
Governor Clayboume waited on me and held a Con- 
sultation in my room when it was sugested that his Ad- 
versaries had been Circulating Stories and as they had 
heard Petitions to his disadvantage, and proposed 
Supporting him by an address of approbation of his 
friends On this occasion I advised that as nothing ap- 
peared in public perhaps such a measure might raise 
up Opposition instead of quieting it — and assured them 
at anyrate that I considered it my duty to remain im- 
partial and not engage in any such measure. That I 
thought the best way of supporting the General Gov- 
ernment here was to administer my offices with firmness 
and Impartiality and this I considered my duty and 
shoud Enter into any local measure deviating from it 
— They retired and proceeded in their own way and 
forwarded an address signed by a number of the gov- 
ernors friends — since which I was informed by the 
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Sheriff of Jefferson County that Pett"^ or Eepresenta- 
tion ag* the Gov"" were Circulating in that County &P 
As in my Capacity of Judge and Commissioner — ^I see 
many of the People I cannot avoid hereing frequently 
their sentiments whence I have learned that generally 
the Federalists tho not all of them have been displeased 
at the Conduct of Gov"' Claybourne, yet it seems the 
most active Opposition is suspected to be from some of 
his old friends who wish now to have Col. West (now 
acting as Governor in the absence of Claybourne) made 
governor and it is thought Many of the Feds to in- 
crease this Division favor their plan — I hear these 
things without concerning in them as they relate only 
to Individual or local advantages and my view being 
to support the General Government by firm Impartial 
and upright Conduct, It appearing to me to be the most 
effectual way of doing it as well as the most effectual 
way to promote the welfare & prosperity of this part 
of our Country & to give confidence in the Gen' Govern- 
ment The great object of my inducement in Coming 
here thinking it of great Importance to our Country 
that this part of it Should be well regulated &"&" and 
hitherto our Conduct has had a Conciliating effect and 
much of the assperity that had prevailed here seemed 
to have subsided till the Circumstances before men- 
tioned seems stirring up or riviving domestic differ- 
ences but however these may operate I hope they will 
not interrupt the prosperity of the Country and as I 
presume the Genl. Government even better acquainted 
with the public Carracters here than I am They will 
no doubt know how to act so far as this Territory is 
under their Immediate direction — all parties have been 
polite and friendly Toward the Commissioners and 
particularly toward myself and many of them have Ex- 
pressed wishes as to my staying among them &" which 
I have not encouraged yet I have understood, that the 
friends of Masons Men that were Convicted and Exe- 
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cuted here for the Eobbery of Winters are much dis- 
pleased with Judge Bruin and Myself for tryiag those 
Notorious Bobbers but their Partizans are few for such 
was the rage of the multitude that they often threat- 
ened to shoot them without Trial- — and Judge Bay of 
S. Carolina being here at the Time Declared his full 
approbation of the Conduct of the Court and observed 
that the adversaries of the President frequently said 
that wherever his Influence Extended it paralized 
government and that the Conduct of the Court in pun- 
ishing those Bobbers Exhibited a Degree of firmness 
and ennergy that contradicted such aspersions and 
must give Confidence in his government by securing 
the lives and property of the honest and Industrious 
against the depredations of unprincipled Bobbers &' 
Some time ago I directed my agents in Natchez to direct 
their Correspondents in Orleans to ship a barrel or 
Keg of Sweet oranges and a Keg of Pecans or Illinois 
nuts to Philad^ to the Care of Alderman Cazwell to be 
sent to Capt" Hunn for the Children two thirds of them 
for yours and the other third to be sent to Dover for 
Lavinias Children I wish you to write to Susan this 
Information and to Cazwells, I mentioned it to Fisher 
for the Claims come in so fast now that I have hardly 
a moment to spare to write & Williams being gone I 
expect no lezure till the time of their Coming in Expires 
which will be the Thirtieth of this month — 

I wrote to Governor Hall that it wou'd not sute you 
to neglect your business so that I thought they ought 
to put him in your place at the next Election — and in- 
deed I am inclined to fear that they will not be able 
to Carry Hazlett & that they had better have nominated 
Doctor Tilton or Gov"' Dickinson — this however must 
be submitted to those on the Spot — age and Experience 
generally has much weight among the Considerate part 
of Mankind when such high Offices are in question — I 
wish to notice some of the proceedings of Congress but 
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have not time to write on Subjects that wonld require 
such propriety of Sentiment and Expression — yet — 
I have wrote a hasty Letter to Capt" White respecting 
the State ballances as they are Called which I requested 
him to shew to you that you may Concur in your op- 
position to that Iniquitous and disgraceful demand — ^I 
just had time to ment° such Ideas on the Subject as 
promptly occurred — 

I shall inclose you a draft in my next Either for a 
part of the 500, doP due the first of april or for my 
next q"" Salary as a Judge as I find it most Convenient 
to my affairs here and as you are serving the Public 
at great disadvantage to your own business wish I 
could aid you more than perhaps I may be able to do^he 
Expense of this Country being vastly beyond my ex- 
pectations — we are now very much Engaged The Time 
being short the Claims Carried in and M"" Williams 
being away I am obliged to Stick Close by the board — 
The politics of this place so far as I have menf* is only 
for your own information or Occasionally to avail- 
yourself of as your discretion may direct but not by 
any means for public or General Exposure as I do not 
mean to meddle locally in their politics here or in any 
manner to influence it Contra to impartial and Concili- 
ating deportment — give my love to Susan & the Chil- 
dren and my respects to all Enquiring friends — ^par- 
ticularly my brother Comm. Gen' Williams. 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory March 21'* 1804. 
My dear Son 

The throng of business at the Board has been and 
Continues such and will to the End of this month that 
I have no time to settle up my aec*' to see what I might 
spare you out of my april draft and therefore shall 
inclose you a draft on the bank of the United States 
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payable the 17* of April — Our hurry will end the first 
day of april the time when delivering in Claims will 
Cease and as april will be the only lezure time I shall 
have while the Eegister and Clerks are prepairing and 
arranging the Claims for us to act on I shall set off the 
first week in that month to visit Orleans where I shall 
not stay more than one week so that the whole jaunt 
will probably take about 3 weeks one to go, one to stay, 
& one to return — from there I mean to send some 
articles of the Western Country to the family — Mess" 
Williams and Briggs, were to leave there only on Mon- 
day the 12'" Instant too late to Expect to arrive before 
Congress rises — and as they were delaid so long I wish 
they had returned — They Took their passage in a Ves- 
sel to New York, but Williams Intended to Land at 
Charlestown S. C. or Norfolk if he Could but if he goes 
to N. York he will call on you on his way through Wil- 
mington where I wish you to pay him due respect and 
attention and particularly to take him out to your gar- 
den & spring &°&° — I have some Expectation that Con- 
gress adjourned on Saturday last the IT*" Instant — 
Great Anxiety here about the appointments over the 
Eiver &" — The news now is here from Gov" Clay- 
bournes friends that he wishes to return here and to 
pave the way for it they have forwarded addresses to 
him at New Orleans — The Feds are much ag' this and 
all those who wish to have Col. West for Gov"" who are 
pretty numerous — their adverse sentim** and wishes 
has accasioned many applications to me to admit them 
to Express a General wish that I should stay among 
them and to solicit my appoint""' as governor here wich 
I have constantly discouraged as not inclined to Enter 
into Politics here not having yet Experienced the Sum- 
mer Climate of this part of the Country — Tho since 
I have been here the Climate has been delightful — The 
appointments however for the western Country are 
no doubt all made before now and over the Eiver it is 
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probable will mostly be both unpleasant and Expensive 
as in all probability the Salaries that will be or are 
allowed will not pay the Expense — beside the Inhabi- 
tants speaking a different language and being used to 
a different kind of government will be the source of 
continual trouble — ^We Expect the Eegulations of Con- 
gress and government whatever they may be, on by the 
next or following Mail — The People here are a mixture 
from all the States and Indeed from all Countries and 
of Course a variety of sentiment and discordant opin- 
ion prevails among them from the unsettled Circum- 
stances they are in — Yet as my Situation gives me 
great opertunity I shall do all that sincerity of man- 
ners and firroness and rectitude of Conduct will do to 
Conciliate their minds and promote their general wel- 
fare and prosperity and from the Effect this has al- 
ready had I have no doubt but the Order good govern- 
ment and prosperity of the territory will rapidly in- 
crease. I am very sorry indeed that anything should 
disturb the happyness that has prevailed in Cap' Hunns 
family and yours so long and hope that everything ad- 
verse to that happyness will subside and be forgotten 
— I cannot advise you in respect to this Country untill 
I see the summer and fall Seasons roll round, and at 
Orleans after May it is said to be deadly to strangers 
—to wit in June July and August — therefore it wou'd 
be improper to Come to N. Orleans in that Season how- 
ever I expect it will not be possible for you to leave 
your business at that season in the next summer as you 
proposed and by the Fall I can give you a fuller ac- 
count of this Country I retain my usual health and so 
do all our fraternity here indeed it is generally healthy 
here — the Sickly Season does not come till the waters 
of the Eiver begin to fall to wit about the first of June 
— The Major has been steady at his business and 
Shields acts as assistant Clerk, their Conduct hitherto 
has been generally approved of — ^M'Call & Ham are 
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here yet but without business & talk of returning and 
young Lewis Williams Capt° WUds nephew has already 
gone through the wilderness — he was not fitted in man- 
ners nor acquirements for such an Expedition or En- 
terprize and soon fell out with the Country — Surveying 
will begin next month and if M'Call stays, he may then 
go to work but he and A. Ham are both hankuring after 
home — from the last Letter I rec'd. from C. E. Wilson 
I have some Expectations of his Coming here this 
Spring — If he was here now I could obtain him the office 
of Secret'' to the Present Vice Governor West — I 
wanted McCall in it till surveying Commenced but the 
Gov"' thought neither he nor Ham wrote well enough or 
he would have taken Either of them — ^but who the next 
governor may be is uncertain or what influence I may 
have with him — ^He appoints all the Officers here except 
the Superior Judge Secretary and General — for the 
Latter Office I have been Solicited to write to the Presi- 
dent in favor of Col. Ozmun, now first Col. of the 
Militia and an old Revolutionary officer, and Col. Pan- 
nel another old Revolutionary officer and who was for- 
merly surveyor general of Georgia— both of them 
wealthy and both Intimate friends of mine tho rather 
of Federal Politics yet much altered since my arrival 
Yet I declined any Interference in politics here though 
I think them the fittest persons here to fill an office of 
That Kind — ^but I think there ought to be two Briga- 
diers and a Major Gen' in this Territory for the Militia 
here ought to be much better ordered & disciplined 
than they are as in Case of a rupture with the Indians 
they would not receive any aid till it would be too late 
to save them unless they can defend themselves — and 
this is the only danger this Country stands in as they 
are secure from foreign Invasion — The Chicasaw 
Horses are not half so handsome as the little Virginia 
Ponies to come from the lower End of the Peninsula 
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so that you must try to get Tom, one of them aud call 
it a Chicasaw Pony as he has got that word in his head. 
— I shall be in hopes of the arrival of my Carriage 
while I am at N. Orleans but if it should not come on 
so soon you must direct to the Care of Governor Clay- 
boume if you Know or hear that he will be Continued 
there or whoever you may Know is to Succeed him as 
no doubt the appointm' has been or will be made before 
Congress rises unless you leave it before to attend the 
Spring Courts & Direct it from Orleans to the Care, of 
Garret Wood & C. Merchants at Natchez or Major Lee 
Clayboume Merchant there who is brother to the gov- 
ernor — ^I wish some Vessel may come round from Wil- 
mington — March has been quite cool here, frost almost 
every night, so that in general gardening has but just 
begun — yet some, such as Dunbar & Searjant, will have 
Peas next month. 

I suggested in a Letter to Dickinson by last mail 
the Propriety of Changing their Plan in Delaware so 
as to Carry himself or Docf Tilton for governor and 
Col. Hall for Representative in your place — I doubt 
whether any other plan will be Successful but they will 
do what they think best — and perhaps will be reluctant 
to alter their Plan yet I am Confident it will not Sute 
your business to neglect a nother Congressionale 
period after the one you are now Elected for and I 
doubt very much whether they can Elect Capt° Hazlett 
however worthy on acct of his youth and inexperience 
and their plan ought to have been the most promising 
at this Important period. Give my love to Susan & 
the children and my friendly Eegards and respect to 
Capt° Hunn & family — and may their good old Excel- 
lence of Conduct resume its long practiced amiable- 
ness. 

Thomas Rodney 
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TJiomas Rodney to Oceswr A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory April G"" 1804 
My dear Son 

Your Letter of the 12* Ult. came to hand by the last 
mail and am greatly pleased to hear that you and Susan 
& the Children all Continue well and you must present 
my affectionate regards to them as usual — The Polite 
Attention which the Grovernment and Congress has 
paid to our Communication for forwarding and Eegu- 
lating the Land business here gives us great pleasure 
and deserve our warm thanks and will make our situa- 
tion much more agreeable — I am also pleased with my 
being released from attending the Superior Court at 
Tombigbee — ^but whoever may be appointed there will 
find that he Cannot live on the Salary allowed unless 
it has been increased — a Single Man cannot live here 
in the carracter of a Judge on 800 DoP a Year Even 
with the most Strict Economy — All my friends in Kent 
as well as the Governor are very pressing for my re- 
turn to resume my Seat in the Supreme Court of Dela- 
ware but I fear that will not be in my power to do in 
Time without deserting the business here, for I believe 
if I was to leave it now it would throw the Territory 
into the utmost confusion for nothing but the Confi- 
dence they have been pleased to place in the Commis- 
sioners Keeps them quiet such are their apprehensions 
about the business — The misconstruction put on an 
Extract from one of M' Gallatins Letters to the Reg- 
ister and which I had objected to having published had 
like to have occasioned a dreadful ferment among the 
People, and did in some degree until! I quieted the 
leading men by showing them the absurdity of their 
Construction of it — They also got Irritated at permit- 
ting Judge Bay of S. C. to survey his Claims which 
was done while I was absent at Court on account of his 
anxiety to return home — ^but this also has been quieted 
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by my Convincing them that it made nothing in favor 
of Judge Bay's claims, tho I had apprehended it might 
have a bad Effect & therefore was not in favor of its 
being done but advised Judge Bay to wait till the thing 
was made general — for the report was upon his Sur- 
veying that the Board in my Absence had Established 
all Judge Bays ' Claims & that all other Brittish Claims 
would be Established of Course &"&" there is near two 
thousand Claims filed and many of them adverse and 
Interfering with Each other and will take up much 
Time to Examine to determine with Justice and cor- 
rectness so that we cannot Count on gitting through 
them all before October next and if we can git through 
by that Time we shall then go on with our books to the 
Federal City and there draw up our Report to the 
Government which will take us a month or two prob- 
ably — This is our Intintion if Circumstances [torn] 
forseen does not require a different prog [torn] 

Thus it is probable however desirous of returning 
It is not probable I can reach home much if any before 
next Christmas or New Year — But my friends may be 
assured that however pleasant I feel this Clymate noth- 
ing would Keep me so long from them but the Impor- 
tance of this Country to the United States, and the 
Necessity of Regulating & Establishing it upon a per- 
manent foundation — I set off to Orleans next Sunday 
& Expect to be here again in three weeks. 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Gcesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory April 18*^ 1804. 
My dear Son 

On the 8"* Instant I set off from here to Visit New 
Orleans, M'. Poindexter the Att". General and M'. 
Shields were to accompany me — M'. Poindexter had 
gone on to Col. EUises to prepair his Girl for his Mar- 
riage ag'. we arrived &" M^ Shields set out with me and 



Thomas Rodney. 351 

we went to Col. Ozmuns to Dinner by appoint""*. And 
when we got there were informed that M'. M^Intouch 
had Prepaired for us to Dine with him the Next day 
and had Invited the Gentlemen round to Dine with us 
there so that we Stayed at Col. Ozmuns that night and 
went on to M"". M°Intouch's next day The weather being 
pleasant and fine but on the Eoad I began to feel a 
Little Chilly & buttoned my Satout around me and 
when I arrived I was obliged to go to bed & grew worse 
Till night when my Chills went off and Left me with 
a Pretty high Fever — There were Ten or a dozen 
gentlemen there and among them Doctor Lattimer 
brother to the Representative from this Territory and 
all of them were very anxious and distressed at my 
Illness and wished me to take Medicine but this I re- 
jected — In the night a Violent Vomitting Commenced 
which Continued all the next day The Bile discharged 
was very dark so that I began to suspect that it was 
the yellow fever and ordered some Beef Tea but soon 
found by its opperation it was not the Yellow Fever 
for the bile upon Taking the Tea turned to a bright 
green — Doctor Lattimer Came again to see me the next 
day and still advised my taking Medicine — ^finding the 
bile was not all off my Stomach and that the Tea had 
Cheeked the Vomitting without turning down I desired 
the Doef. to leave me a dose of Tart'. Emet°. which 
he Did and I afterwards took it and this Cleansed 
my Stomach and I afterwards took some Chicken Soup 
and began to recover and was up all day on Wednesday 
to-wit the third day I was taken and on thursday M^ 
Shields and myself went on to Col. Hutchins and find- 
ing I was too weak to persue such a Journey I relin- 
quished it and M'. Shields went on to overtake the Att". 
Genl. at Col. Ellis's and thence they were to go on 
to Orleans next Morning— I gave M"". Shields a Letter 
to Gov"". Claiborne and shall hear by next Mail whether 
he will stay there or not — I gave him In Charge to call 
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on my Merchantile Agents there Mess" Doherty & 
Gray To ship to you directly to Wilmington or through 
the hands of Alderman Caswell by way of Philad*. — a 
Barrel of Sweet Oranges & a Keg of Pecann or Illinois 
Nuts. & two jars of w. I. sweetmeats to be Divided 
when they arrive 7/10 for your House and three tenths 
for Lavinias Children to be sent to J. Fisher — also a 
Case of the Best Claret for you & a Nother for J. 
Fisher and I Directed my Merchants af*. to pay the 
freight of those Articles from Orleans and furnished 
them with Money for those purposes — Shaving men- 
tioned this I now recur to our business here — about 
1900, Claims were delivered in before the Limitted Time 
Expired, — and Several Brittish Claims have arrived 
since — Several attempts were made to agitate the 
People on this Important business and they were Tun- 
ing to me with their apprehensions from Time to Time 
but now they have become perfectly Tranquil on The 
Subject and not a word hardly is Said about it and the 
People Considering Themselves in a Stable Situation 
are Turning all their attention to their Agricultural 
business with Great Industry, and the Value of Land 
having risen from one Dollar to Ten p. Acre since the 
Change of Govern*, is now rising still higher — The 
profits of the Cotton Culture being Verry Great — The 
Clerk is now arranging the Claims in Order for Deci- 
sion and I now begin to be pursuaded that if M'. 
Williams Eeturns speedily that we may git through 
the Decisions in October and if we do we shall proceed 
Immediately on with the Papers to the Federal City 
with the Papers and there draw up our Report at the 
Seat of Government so that in this Case we shall prob- 
ably be a Month at the Federal City while the Next 
Session of Congress is there so that probably if health 
Continues I may Eat my Newyears Dinner among my 
friends in Delaware — which Indeed will, if nothing ad- 
verse intervenes, be a great grievance To my friends 
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liere many of wlioin have got so mucli attached as fre- 
quently strongly to press my Continuing with them — 
but I feel great Anxiety to see my friends and Little 
Children in Delaware — To return I traced my Journey 
toward Orleans to Col: HutchiBs, I stayed there two 
days, he lives at a Very pleasant place on Second Creek 
a branch of the Homochitta Eiver. He is one of the 
Oldest Settlers in the Territory having Settled here 
under the Brittish — ^He is a remarkable active man 
tho 80 years of Age has five or six daughters Married 
to wealthy Men in the Territory One to Major F. L. 
Claiborne the governors brother and is a man of great 
Consideration & Influence among the People — And is 
the same who Elliot as I am told has greatly Calum- 
niated in his account of this Country — ^but so far as 
I have become acquainted with his family they are 
Very amiable, and the Old Lady and her daughters 
who were at home were Very Kind and friendly to me 
while there — ^I came from there to M'. W". Dunbars 
where I stayed also two days — ^He isi one of the most 
wealthy men in the Territory, and lives like a Little 
Nabob, he is of Caladonian Original and is a man of 
great science & was once Surveyor Gen', under the 
Spainards of this Territory, and is much respected 
among the People — ^he has a wife and Large family of 
Children mostly young — ^his Eldest daughter is absent 
at Orleans his second daughter is just grown up and 
is a very Pritty girl and may be Stiled the Belle of 
the Territory and poor Shields among others was much 
smitten by her, his sons are younger. They were all 
very friendly and Kind to me while I stayed and [torn] 
me to stay all the week with them but I [torn] Anxious 
to hear the result of Congress on our business here 
and returned home yesterday to wait the Mail which 
I expt Today — give my Love to Susan & the Children 
and present my respects to all Enquiring friends. 

Thomas Eodney 

Vol. XLIII.— 23 
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29th rpjjg 2ast mail bro'. us the papers but no Letters 
nor the bill you ment*. and we see it had only got to 
the 3*. reading on the 21^' Ult. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory April 27"* 1804. 
My dear Son 

Your Letters of March the 19*^ & 30"" Came to hand 
by the last mail — You were no doubt right in Com- 
municating to me the affairs of the family that Concern 
you and Susan so nearly — There is no Case in which 
you would not both obtain my attention & receive my 
affectionate regard — I expressed my mind in some 
Degree in answer to a former Letter on the same Sub- 
ject — I have always heard Capt". Hunn & M" Hunn 
express such Cordial regard and affection toward both 
you & Susan and had so high an Opinion of their Pru- 
dence & rectitude that it was Unexpected to me to 
hear of the least deviation and I cannot help saying 
that I am Extremely Sorry that anythiag of the Sort 
has happened by any means — ^Yet since it has been so 
I approve your preserving a manly Independent Con- 
duct but I would have you do this on all occasions 
without transgressiag the Eules of Politeness & Gen- 
tlemanlike Manner and free from Every Kind of Cap- 
tiousness always remembering that he who Cannot 
Eule himself is not fitted for the Rule of others and 
Toward the Old People there is a peculiar kind of 
Difference and respect due not applicable to Common 
friends and some allow to be made for Mojnentary 
frailties and foibles should they Occur — ^but I am very 
glad to hear by your last Letter that the Capt". has 
returned to his usual feeling, toward you and Susan 
again and hope in this case you will let what has passed 
to the Contrary glide out of Eemembrance — Parents 
are placed in great dilema when Children draw their 
affections different ways, and when such things happen 
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there are always persons in the world ready to Inter- 
fere and Increase the Dilema to answer their own pur- 
poses you are young yet my dear yet have had some 
Experience and let this Inform yon of the Value of 
a Philosophic mind which Estimates things according 
to their True Value and does raise Molehills iuto 
Mountains nor level real Mountains into MolehiUs as 
a Captious imagination often does hut pursues one 
steady dignified Course A conduct of this Sort in you 
I am persuaded will induce Capt°. Hunn if he happens 
to deviate from due regard and respect towards you, 
to hecome sensible of his Error as you inform me he 
has already felt on this late occasion — For I have too 
favorable an opinion of his goodness of heart to wish 
an Injury much less to do one Even to a Stranger — 
But if it was possible that he should desert you and 
Susan altogether you will both be always sure of my 
affection and of all the good I can do for you — ^You are 
my only Son and she is now my only Daughter and 
I feel under great obligations to her for the many fine 
Children she has furnished you with and hope with 
blessing of the most high God we shall be Enabled to 
provide for them and that he will bless them — ^I rejoice 
much to hear she is safely delivered of a Seventh Child 
— ^Let nothing Damp your Spirits or Unhinge your 
mind, but adhere to business with firmness & steadiness 
& manage your affairs as Economical as Possible — The 
500, doP. I was obliged to draw for here — ^but sent you 
a draft for 176 on the bank — and the next 500 hope 
I shall be able to spare you — as I have directed a hun- 
dred of the last draft to be Divided among the Chil- 
dren — and I should have sent you a Part of the last 
500 — ^but could not Divide the draft — ^I shall live as 
frugal as possible here and send you all I can spare — 
I had Contemplated gitting home by Newyears day but 
the Supplementary Law which Extends the Time of 
receiving Claims to the first of November next has laid 
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the foundations for detaining me here another Season, 
so that my friends in Delaware will he greatly disap- 
pointed in their desire for my return to take my seat 
in the Supreme Court again in Time — Indeed I feel 
Extremely anxious to see them all — Tho I have received 
Every degree of friendly Politeness from the People 
here that was possible for them to show and they gen- 
erally Express the most Earnest Intreaties for me to 
stay and continue altogether among them & beg me 
that If I cannot part from my Delaware friends that 
may Invite them to Come here and Numbers of the 
most respectable men have frequently Solicited me to 
Permit them to Circulate Petitions or recommendations 
to the government in favor of having me appointed 
their Governor Saying that I am the only man that 
Ever Come to the Territory that had not an adversary 
in it, and that such a Petition or recommendation 
would be signed by all the People — yet I have not 
yielded to this in Expectation of Eeturning — ^but the 
law af^. has Inevitably prolonged my stay beyond what 
I lately Expected — tho perhaps not longer than I at 
first expected — ^not over two years. 

I have recoverd from my late Short attack of the 
Bilious and feel quite restore — the Season still Con- 
tinues pleasant and as healthy as Delaware. 

I cannot avoid saying respecting Maria that if she 
has made an Imprudent Match or bad bargain I am 
very sorry both on her own account and that of her 
friends, but now the thing is done both she and they 
must make the best of it, and the regard I have for 
her and the family Induces me to wish them prosperity 
and happyness and that it may be the cause of felicity 
not adversity and we knew not but her Mind may have 
been Providentially directed to her advantage. Give 
my Love to Susan and the Children and my Sincere 
friendly Eespect and regard to Capt". Hunn & Mrs 
Hunn — I have ordered Several Presents round from 
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Orleans whicli I noticed in my last directed to you 
through the Care of Alderman Caswell Philad*. 

Thomas Rodney, 

Thomas Rodney to Gwswr A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory May 4* 1804 
My dear Son 

Since the Short Bilious Spell which Stoped my 
Journey to Orleans I feel quite resttored And now 
Expect To Make the Attempt again next Week or as 
Soon as Governor Claibornes Lady arrives from Ten- 
nessee and she is expected down the River Every day 
now — I am now to go down by water with her and 
his brother Major F. L. Claibornes Wife — Shields and 
Pondexter the aV. general are now there — ^I heard from 
them by last mail — They were invited to stay with the 
governor and say they have had a pleasant jaunt and 
Time there — ^but the governor has not said yet whether 
he wishes Shields to stay with him and if he should 
not he and the att/ general will probably Come away 
before I git down — There is no danger in going there 
till the River begins to fall and the weather gits hot 
which is not till about the first of July — Major Clai- 
bornes wife the daughter of Col. Hutchins is a Very 
agreable woman and the Governors Lady it is said is 
not less so but have not seen her yet — It is at the 
Solicit" of the Major & his wife that I agree to go with 
them as the Major Cannot go yet himself tho' he In- 
tends to follow us The River is not yet full but is Ris- 
ing and it is a fine Time to go down by water — ^It takes 
about 4 days to git down I shall not stay there more 
than a week and then shall return a Cross the Lakes 
and then shall press forward the Land business as fast 
as possible — ^but the time given to bring in Claims will 
greatly increase our business and Time — Heavy rains 
fall here at times but they always Clear up with a 
Serene sky and pure air and no Fogs — we are not 
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troubled at this place with Musketos, House flies or any 
kind of bugs or small insects — ^nor was there Ever a 
Flea in the Country but there are Millions of Ticks 
in the woods so that I am afraid I shall not be able to 
rove through them Enough to give Docf. Tilton so 
good an account of the Plants of this Country as I in- 
tended — I would name to you some of those Families 
where I am most Intimate but I should hardly know 
where to stop. They are so numerous — Yet I will men- 
tion a few who I may say are all Little Nabobs Col- 
Hutchins Mr Dunbar, Col. Bruin Col-Ponnell Col- 
Ozmun Judge Brooks Mayor of Natchez, his brother 
W" Brooks M"" Boss »fec. &c. &c. &c. and Major F. (I 
think it is *'L. Claib°) [illegible on acct. of seal] whose 
House is a kind of Home in Natchez — ^Also Secretary 
"West the Present Vice Governor and three or 4 of 
the Green family &c. &c. &c. Give my love to Susan 
and the Children — ^I have wrote a long letter to our 
friend Nicholson giving him some Ace*, of the Western 
Country tho I suppose he has had most of it through 
you before — 

Thomas Eodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ocesar A. Rodney. 

Washington, Misisipi Territory May 18*^ 1804. 
My dear Son 

We have not had any Tidings from Delaware by the 
two last mails — The weather Continues fine here quite 
rather Pleasanter than in Delaware & It is generally 
very healthy, and I have got quite restored and as 
healthy as Ever — There was a great rain here Early 
in this Month that Overflowed all the Creeks and did 
much mischief — It rained 24 Hours and in that time 7^ 
Inches of water fell, and was the greatest fall of rain 
that has been in so short a time since 1773, and Raised 
the Small Rivers and Creeks about 12 feet higher than 
they have been since that Time before. 
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The Att7 General and M'. Shields Eetumed from 
Orleans on Saturday last and say all things are quiet 
there and the Governors Conduct generally approved 
off — They were greatly pleased -with Orleans and say 
it is as pleasant and Healthy there as it is here — 
Indeed it is generally said to he as healthy on the 
Island of Orleans as on the highland; and the Farms 
and Cultivation on it very beautiful — ^but I shall not 
git to see them till after M'. ■Williams arrives tho the 
Governor is very anxious that I should go down with 
M". Claiborne his lady who is daily expected at 
Natchez — The Atf General M' Poindexter is to be 
married on Next Wednesday Week to the daughter 
of M'. Carter a wealthy Parmer And I am to stand 
Priest for them, and Shields is to be his Grooms- 
man and Miss Peggy Dunbar Bridesmaid — both 
the girls are Young and hansom, and Shields not 
less in love with Peggy than the Att". General 
with Lydia but he has many Competitors, for Peggy 
is the Belle of the Territory and her father one 
of the most wealthy and Eespectable Men in it, 
but has many Children They live on Second Creek 
about 12 miles bellow this place, and we have been In- 
timate there since We arrived. He is Hospitable and 
lives like a Nabob — ^He is a Caledonian but was Sur- 
veyor of this Country under the Spainards and is a 
distinguished Scientific Man The People are quite 
Tranquil now about their Claims and wait with Con- 
fidence the Decisions of the Commissioners we shall 
begin to Issue Certificates in a short Time and shall 
Sit Continually and proceed as fast as possible as I 
am very anxious that we may make our Report if Pos- 
sible time Enough to be laid before the next session of 
Congress and if we find this can be done M' Williams 
and Myself as soon as we have done Issuing Certifi- 
cates will proceed with the Papers to the Seat of Gov- 
ernment that we may Spend Some time with you there 
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before the End of the Session — ^but I think when Con- 
gress made us a daily allowance they ought to have 
Eemembered Travelling Charges as I shall have fifteen 
hundred miles to travel home after the Board Eises 
&c — Grive my love to Susan and the dear little Children 
& my respects to other friends. A Box of 2 doz". of 
claret, for you, and one for Fisher, and a Keg of Nuts 
for the children has been shiped from Orleans by 
Doherty & Gray in the Ship Hamutal Capt°. Sayward, 
addressed to Alderman Caswell Philad*. Oranges and 
sweetmeats could not be had. 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington June 5*, 1804 M. Territory. 
My dear Son 

I returned yesterday from a Tour down the Country 
as far as Buffello Eiver — I Left here last Tuesday 
being 29"" Ult. and went down to M"" W". Dunbars on 
Second Creek where I stayed all night and next Morn- 
ing Eode with the Young Ladies Miss Peggy Dunbar 
& Miss Ellen Grirault to Capt°. Carters to marry the 
Captf". Daughter Lydia to A.W. General M^ Pondexter 
— Miss P. Dunbar and Miss Girault acted as Brides 
Maids & M^ Shields & young M"" Ponnel Col. Ponnels 
Son as aids to the groom — There were but few others 
there being her Connections — She was a hansome well 
grown girl about 14 years of age. The Brides Maids 
are a year or two older and both hansome — And Poor 
Shields is Terribly m Love with Peggy and young 
Ponnel with Miss Girault so that both of them were 
highly Pleased at being at the wedding. W". Dunbar 
father of Peggy is one of the most respectable men in 
the Territory and a man of Science as well as one of 
the most wealthy men here and Lives in a Superior 
Stile to almost any other among the Nabobs of this 
Country and was formerly Surveyor of this Country 
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under the Spainards but has 7 or eight Children Peggy 
being his Second Col Girault is also a Very Gentle- 
many Sensible Man was also an Officer under the 
Spainards And a Revolutionary Officer under Gen'. 
Clark but is not so wealthy as Dunbar however has a 
good Estate & Col, Ponnel father of young David is 
a wealthy man and lives in the Nabob stile near to this 
Place — ^we are Intimate in all three families — ^I went 
next day to Col. Hutchins and Dined — ^here the Elder 
Docf. MCrery overtook me and we Travelled together 
& lodged that Night at Hamochitta Ferry and next 
day went down to Col. Ellis's by the Buffello — ^MCrery 
went on and I stayed at Col. Ellis's till Sunday. He 
is very wealthy and lives in the Nabob Stile and is 
President of the Legislative Council &c. &c. On Sun- 
day he came on with me, we called at his brothers & 
Dined at GUliard at a beautiful place on the Hamo- 
Chitta River — and then came on to Col. Hutchins 
where I lodged all night — ^I think I have ment*. before 
that he was brother to our former Geographer General 
& is one of the most wealthy men in the Territory, and 
formerly a Brittish Officer Ellis went to M^ Farras & 
called for me Yesterday and we came as far as Dunbars 
and Dined, then came on to "Washington, so that you 
see I spent a week in this tour but left the Register and 
Major to Cary on our business so that it did not stop — 
I wrote the President some time ago what I had gath- 
ered from Various Hunters &c. &c. respecting Louis- 
iana Especially a Correct account of the Salt Mountain 
and all the Invalids of this Territory &ki. are running 
over to the boiling Spring near the Washataw to git 
cured — and there is no doubt but the Cristal Stone 
which gives the Salt ridge the name of the Cristiline 
Mountain is a bundant there, and it is now said that 
a branch of the Arkinsaw River abounds in Silver — 
The Accounts of a Nation of "White People who speak 
an unknown Tonge begins now not to be doubted — ^If 
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true they must be a renmant of the Aborigines of this 
Country whose Mounds and fortifications are spread 
over it and which the Indians know not how they came, 
or who made them — None of us have had a Letter from 
Briggs or Williams & yet. Gallatins Letter to Me of 
the 24"'Ult — ^mentions their having arrived. Apropos 
I wrote to Gallatin that we were at a good deal of Ex- 
pense here for House Eent, fire wood, Stationary 
&c. &c. which ought to be a public Charge and that it 
would be necesaary to draw on the Treasury to re- 
imburse us — He answered that he paid no Money on 
drafts without first authori^. the person to draw but 
if the Board had any Claims and would send forward 
the accounts they should be Examined by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury and if approved he would 
Transmit the money or authorize us to draw for it &c — 
This seems an odd way to me in Conducting Govern- 
ment — We came here and found no Documents respect- 
ing the business Except the act of Congress they have 
only been obtained by peace meal since on Solicitation 
— No House was provided, no Tables, Chairs, or Sta- 
tionary or fire wood or any other thing necessary to 
Enable us to do the business — No person to attend the 
Board, to make fires, take care of the House, &c. we 
have had to provide all this at our own Expense not 
doubting but it would be paid because it was the Duty 
of the Government to have provided such things for us 
— ^Evfery person who Knows anything of public busi- 
ness Knows this — Did the United States then Intend 
that the Commissioners should pay all such Expenses 
out of the allowance made to them? I am Confident 
not a Member of the Legislature who passed the Law 
Intended it — if they did they must have been the first 
of the Kind — Nevertheless I replied to the Secretary 
that I should pay my Quota and trouble the Treasury 
no further on the Subject — ^If he treats all other Boards 
in the same way his plans of Economy must be to save 
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the public Money by making Individuals bare the public 
Expense — But I will not Disappoint the President, or 
the public; I will uprightly discharge my duty, if I 
git not a farthing for it — Yet the Secref has in this 
case Veryfied what many Democrats as well as the 
Federalists say That no foreigner can understand our 
System and plan of Government well Enough to con- 
duct such an office in the best manner — In a case of this 
sort it was doubtless the duty of Government to pro- 
vide Every thing that was Necessary to Enable the 
Commissioners to Execute the Law — ^but the Secret^' 
Connection with a family which I highly respect and 
Esteem induces me to say no more on the Subject — 
and I have only stated this much to you as necessary 
to you as a Representative, that you may Know how 
business is conducted — 

I forgit whether I mentioned to you before that the 
freight, and all previous Charges were paid at Orleans, 
and the Claret and Nuts sent round. 

We hear today that M'. Cock one of the Senators of 
the U. S. is at Natchez, he is Unkle to Col. Ellis. I 
continue in prime health, but have not received any 
letters by the three last mails — Suppose you & Fisher 
are at the Courts — Give my love to Susan and the Chil- 
dren and my friendly regard to Capt". Hunn & M". 
Hunn. &c 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Gceswr A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory June 14** 1804. 
My dear Son 

Tho I have written to you today to go by the mail 
on Saturday as M^ Wood is going round by water to 
Philadelphia and has promised to call at Wilmington 
I write by him also — He is one of the Firm of Garret 
Wood & Co. Merchants in Natchez who were recom- 
mend'' to me by Alderman Caswell and who Act as my 
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agents in Natchez and do my business there and as 
they are two young men who are very obliging and 
friendly I wish you to treat him in a friendly manner 
and can give you a full account of this Country and of 
my Situation here better than I could describe it in a 
Letter — ^Archy M^C^U also goes home with him and 
probably will call at Wilmington on his way from 
Philad*. home — ^Archy has been uneasy to return ever 
since he came and of course has done nothing but has 
lived at Expense not very Convenient to him and now 
the Surveying is about to Commence he leaves it and 
goes home but perhaps this may be best for him for if 
he should return he may be better prepaired to stay and 
Succeed which a Young Man of active mind cannot 
avoid doing in this Country — The prospect here indeed 
is such that nothing but the Climate would prevent my 
own disposition to Stay and invite all My friends here 
■ — The Climate however in regard to health as yet has 
not been inferior to that of Delaware and indeed the 
air is more uniformly pure & pleasant but I have not 
experienced the worst Period of the season July and 
August — ^when I have passed through these I shall 
Know what to say to my friends — The great Eiver 
Misisipi will no doubt become the grand Emporium of 
America, and the bottom Lands from the Ohio down 
will become another Delta— I wrote the President an 
account of a variety of interesting information of 
Louisiana which I had obtained from various Hunters 
the only Sort of People who have actually Explored 
that Country — There has been a great Number of 
Kentucky &c Boats down this season at Natchez and 
Orleans and two new schooners from Marietta — ^A 
large Brigg that stuck on the falls last Summer is now 
below them, but there are 8 or 10 New Sea Vessels at 
the falls that cannot git over for want of water — There 
must be a Canal cut through the Eoek to prevent this 
Evil and as it is soft limestone this may be Easily done 
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— A good Carriage maker would git rich in Natchez 
there being none there apropos — I have been long Ex- 
pecting my Carriage A good French dancing Master 
would find great Encouragement — ^And so would a 
Lady proficient in teaching Young Ladies Needle work 
— &c. &c. The People here lament the want of Teachers 
for their Children more than any thing. I shaU inclose 
you a list of some of the Little Nabobs of this Country 
where I Visit that you may the better understand me 
hereafter when I speak of them. 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Eodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory June 28*^ 1804. 
My dear Son 

By a dispatch received by the Mail today from M'. 
Gallatin I rece'd a Letter enclosed and an appointment 
of M"" Shields as Agent for the United States at the 
Board ag* Fraudulent Claims &c for which he is to ob- 
tain a Compensation of 1500 doP. to be paid quarterly 
— If C. E. Wilson was now here he might take Shields 
place as Assistant Clk. — but whether he is on his way 
or not I cannot tell not having heard of or from him 
since I wrote to him two months ago. Yet I hope he has 
obtained something better as this at best would be only 
an Introduction, to Something better which he might 
expect if I could stay here any time perhaps — It seems 
generally supposed here now that M"" Munro will be 
appointed Governor of Orleans and that Claiborne 
will return here in October — This seems to be founded 
on Information of Senator Cocke of Tennessee who 
was lately here who says that when Congress was about 
fixing the Salary of Governor he waited on the Presi- 
dent to mention that Subject who replied to him "that 
they ought to make a generous allowance for that it 
would require a Munro to be sent there" hence it is 
Concluded that Munro will be appointed — ^Lawyer 
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Brown however wlio has lately come from Kentucky 
and now resides in this Town and who had his infor- 
mation from his brother Senator Brown and Senator 
Brackenridge says the Presidents Mind was not known 
on that Subject — ^Yet I am apt to think Mimro's Situa- 
tion is not very pleasant in England and that he would 
prefer the Government of Orleans to being there nor 
is it unlikely that the President will make him the offer 
In this case there will be a person wanted to Supply 
his place in which case I think it not unlikely that Mr 
Nicholson or yourself may be applied to — ^but as I am 
not in the Cabinet my Conjectures may be wide of the 
Intentions Yet I believe there are few if any that would 
more generally obtain the public approbation, as you 
both stand on the firmest ground of Patriotism without 
the practice of those invidious and Vindictive Senti- 
ments which Create Adversaries without gaining 
friends. But Enough of this I leave the President to 
do what on Mature Consideration he may Judge the 
best — ^I have several times given him Miscelaneous in- 
formation respect* the western Country but presume 
not to advise in Cabinet measures, unless Invited to it 
tho' I know that my Counsel in the worst of times was 
frequently preferred to that of all others, but the pres- 
ent time presents no great Difficulties we have not re- 
ceived a line yet from Robert Williams since he left 
Orleans — M' Briggs has wrote to several of the Sur- 
veyors but says not a word of Williams — ^Briggs says 
he was to wait on the President & Gallatin the 28"" Ult, 
but says not a word of returning — I wish that John 
Fisher Could be appointed one of the Judges for 
Orleans district The Salary would maintain him han- 
somely and that is a Country where he might advance 
his fortune as there will be great Opertunities of doing 
so Honestly — ^As to the health of the place it is much 
Misrepresented to the Eastward — ^From the best infor- 
mation I am inclined to think it healthier than this place 
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— and I never saw the air more uniformly clear & pure 
any where than it has been here since my arrival The 
three Hotest days we have had was last week to wit 
2V. 87^°. 22" 89° 23". 90° Two of them I had the In- 
term fever but have perfectly recovered and now think 
I have had my Seasoning — Indeed at worst it is as 
healthy as Kent — Let your Mind remain Serene and 
Firm and the Tempests of the world will roll away 
without Injury — Give my love to Susan and the Chil- 
dren and my respects to all Enquiring friends. 
Your affectionate Father 

Thomas Rodney 

(Written across the sides of the sheets) 

The Major and Myself Each have a room in the Gov- 
ernment House where we lodge it is the best & Pleas- 
antest Situation in Town — & my room is large and 
Pleasant we have other rooms for business & are Sur- 
rounded every day with the Young men Employed in 
the several offices and Claimants so that we are seldom 
alone — ^we have also many Visitors 

The Diplomatic Corps seems all to have been ranged 
at Paris, against M"" Drake the Brittish Minister at the 
Court of Bavaria. 

(To be continued.) 



